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‘In the Battle Over Drugs, the United States and
its allies have not prevailed’




Synonyms for fallure:

abortion, bankruptcy, bomb, botch,
breakdown, bungle, bust, checkmate,
collapse, decay, decline, defeat, deficiency,
deficit, deterioration, downfall, failing, false
step, flasco, flash in the pan, flop, frustration,
Implosion, inadequacy, lead balloon, lemon,
loser, loss, mess, misadventure, miscarriage,
misstep, non-performance, Nnon-success,
overthrow, rout, rupture, sinking ship,
stalemate, stoppage, total loss, turkey,
washout, wreck




Non-English languages:

kegagalan (Bahasa Indonesia)
(Thai)
wada (Polish)
échec (French)
fallimento (ltalian)
falla (Spanish)
mislukking (Dutch)
Versagen (German)
GRUESIEN).




Japan surrendered after WWII:

“The war situation has developed not

necessarily to Japan’s advantage’

Emperor Hirohito
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Source: UN World Drug Report 2008, Office on Drugs and Crime.
http://www.unodc.org/documents/wdr/WDR_2008/Executive%20Summary.pdf
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Source: UN World Drug Report 2008, Office on Drugs and Crime.
http://www.unodc.org/documents/wdr/WDR_2008/Executive%20Summary.pdf
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Source: Figures prepared for the UN World Drug Report 2006, Office on Drugs and Crime; Costa Storti C & De

Grauwe P, Globalisation and the Price Decline of lllicit Drugs, CESifo Working Paper 1990, 2007; Fig 6.

http://www.cesifo-group.de/pls/guestci/download/CESifo%20Working%20Papers%202007/CESifo%20W orking%20Papers%20May%202007/cesifol_wp1990.pdf
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Availability:
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50% M Difficult
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30% ,
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Heroin availability Australia 2000-2007
2007 85% say heroin ‘easy/very easy’




Availability: 2
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Cocaine availability Australia 2000-2007
2007 60% say cocaine ‘easy/very easy’




Avallability: 3
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Methamphetamine powder Australia 2000-2007
2007 80% say meth ‘easy/very easy’




Prices: 80% /22 years

Reuter, Trautmann ‘Global Illicit Drugs Markets 1981-200 2’

European Commission, 2009
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USA heroin price, purity 1980-1999:
price  80%; purity 9.6 times

Heroin Price and Purity

Frice Purity
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B Cannabis resin B Herbal cannabis B Cocaine B Hercin brown
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RETAIL PRICE MAJOR DRUG TYPES EUROPEAN UNION 2001-2006

Price 7 drugs 10-50% 5 years
Source: European Monitoring Centre for Drugs and Drug Addiction (2008);
State of the Drugs Problem; Drug availability and drug markets:
price and purity information (PPP); Fig PPP-1.
http://www.emcdda.europa.eu/html.cfm/index53151EN.html
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RETAIL PRICE HEROIN USA, EUROPE 1990-2005
US 65%, Europe 70% /16 years

Source: Figures prepared for the UN World Drug Report 2006, Office on Drugs and Crime; Costa Storti C & De
Grauwe P, Globalisation and the Price Decline of lllicit Drugs, CESifo Working Paper 1990, 2007; Fig; 2.

http://www.cesifo-group.de/pls/guestci/download/CESifo%20Working%20Papers%202007/CESifo%20W orking%20Papers%20May%202007/cesifol_wp1990.pdf




(US dollar per gram)
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RETAIL PRICE COCAINE USA & EUROPE 1990-2005
US 65%, Europe 50% /16 years

Source: Figures prepared for the UN World Drug Report 2006, Office on Drugs and Crime; Costa Storti C & De
Grauwe P, Globalisation and the Price Decline of lllicit Drugs, CESifo Working Paper 1990, 2007; Fig; §.

http://www.cesifo-group.de/pls/guestci/download/CESifo%20Working%20Papers%202007/CESifo%20W orking%20Papers%20May%202007/cesifol_wp1990.pdf




Price per pure gram (2002 L5, dollars)®

Price/iIncarceration:
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Source: Figures prepared for the Office of the National Drug Control Policy; Washington Office
on Latin America; 2003
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Price/expenditure:
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Adequate supply drugs medicines:

e Only 10 million / 20 million new global
cancer cases/year receive adeguate
pain relief




Adverse effects:

‘Global drug control efforts have had a
dramatic unintended consequence: a
criminal black market of staggering
proportions. Organized crime Is a threat to
security. Criminal organizations have the
power to destabilize society and
Governments. The illicit drug business Is
worth billions of dollars a year, part of which
IS used to corrupt government officials and
to poison economies’

UNODC website




Narco-states:

o Afghanistan
Pakistan
Burma
Colombia
Peru
Bolivia
Mexico




Mexico, Pakistan:

‘In terms of worst-case scenarios for the
Joint Force and indeed the world, two large
and important states bear consideration for a
rapid and sudden collapse: Pakistan and
Mexico.

The Mexican ... government, its politicians,
police, and judicial infrastructure are all
under sustained assault and pressure by
criminal gangs and drug cartels’
United States Joint Forces Command
The Joint Operating Environment
November 2008
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What do experts think?

‘Owing to total prohibition, the price of
opium has risen enormously ... the
Commonwealth gladly gave up about £
60,000 revenue ...What now appears to
be the effect of total prohibition is that,
while we have lost the duty, the opium

IS still imported pretty freely’

H.N.P. Wollaston
Commonwealth Comptroller-General of Customs

Annual report Commonwealth Parliament 1908




Expert opinion Australia: 2

‘All the evidence shows, however, not
only that our law enforcement agencies
have not succeeded In preventing the
supply of illegal drugs to Australian
markets but that it is unrealistic to
expect them to do so’

Parliamentary Joint Committee on the
National Crime Authority 1989




Expert opinion USA:

‘Drugs are a tragedy for addicts. But
criminalizing their use converts that
tragedy into a disaster for society, for
users and nonusers alike. Our
experience with the prohibition of
drugs is a replay of our experience with
the prohibition of alcoholic beverages’

Milton Friedman
Nobel Prize Economics




Expert opinion USA: 2

‘As long as there is a demand for drugs
In this country, some crook Is gonna
figure out how to get 'em here’

President George W. Bush 2002




Expert opinion UK:

‘Politicians attempt to appeal to the
lowest common denominator by
posturing with tough policies and
calling for crackdown after crackdown.
Drugs policy has been failing for
decades’

David Cameron

Leader, Conservative Party,
United Kingdom 2005
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Expert opinion UK: 2

‘Attempts to combat illegal drugs by
means of law enforcement have proved
so manifestly unsuccessful that it Is
difficult to argue for the status quo’

Chris Mullin
Chairman

Select Committee on Home Affairs
House of Commons, UK, 2002




Expert opinion UK: 3

‘A sustained seizure rate of over 60% Is
required to put a successful trafficker
out of business — anecdotal evidence
suggests that seizure rates as high as
80% may be needed in some cases.
Sustained successful interventions on
this scale have never been achieved’

Strategy Unit, Whitehall, UK, 2003




Expert opinion UN:

‘...Many countries impose criminal sanctions
for same-sex sex, commercial sex and drug
Injection . Such laws constitute major barriers
to reaching key populations with HIV

services. Those behaviours should be
decriminalized , and people addicted to drugs
should receive health services for the
treatment of their addiction’

UN Secretary-General Ban Ki-Moon
/7 May 2009
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Why has prohibition survived?

Evidence of fallure so clear

Expert opinion clear

But drug prohibition continues survive
- why?

Poor advocacy?

No alternative plan?

Entrenched self interest?

Political Viagra?




Neuroscience reports:

1) WHO (2003) Neuroscience of psychoactive substance use and

dependence
http://www.who.int/substance abuse/publications/en/ Neuroscience.pdf

2) UK Foresight (2005) Drugs futures 20257

http://www.dius.qgov.uk/~/media/publications/F/filel 5368

Nutt, Robbins and Stimson edited the original repor ts into a book:
http://books.google.com.au/books?id=xdkfmluL6lwC&pr intsec=frontcover&dqg=Drugs+and+the

+future:+brain+science,+addiction+and+society#v=one page&q=&f=false

3) UK Academy of Medical Sciences (2008) Brain scien ce,

addiction and drugs
http://rsc.org/ScienceAndTechnology/Policy/Document s/BrainScience.asp

4) EMCDDA (2009) Addiction neurobiology: ethical & s ocial

implications
http://www.emcdda.europa.eu/publications/monographs /neurobiology




Reports:

Multiple, recent reports

Similar approach, content

Prestigious organisations, authors
Message”?

‘Addiction Is a brain disease’ Leschner
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Prevalence drug use, inequality:



Rat Park:



Rat Park: 2



Rat Park: 3



Racism, drug prohibition:

http://www.alternet.org/drugreporter/141866/the epi demic of pot arrests in new vyork cit

y/?page=entire




Explanations:






What are the alternatives?



Alternatives? 2






